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Olha Rovenchak 

ETHNIC CULTURE AND ETHNIC IDENTITY UNDER THE GLOBALIZATION CONDITIONS 

Considering contemporary world one can usually describe it as a single whole, as an unified 

system, meaning all its elements to be interconnected and interdepended. The matter is the shaping 

of peculiar global system. The global system is not just an environment where different societies can 

change and develop themselves. This is an environment where social, political, economical and 

others connections cross the state borders and significantly influence the fortunes of the whole 

peoples and each taken separately human beings. Doubled interdependence of world society 

corresponds to the universal term — globalization. From the other point of view globalization is 

determined as spread of knowledge, practices, values, technologies all around the world and the 

process their universalization [17, p. 298; 19]. 

Globalization is a phenomenon that ultimate end is to change the globe into indivisible 

systematized organism functioning according to the specific rules and laws, which are not the rules 

and laws its separated sub-systems, elements and any their combination are functioning in accordance 

with. That means, in particular, the impossibility of existence on the globe sufficiently large and 

significantly isolated territorial union or state entity without any economical, political, cultural, 

informational or any other kinds of connection with the surrounding world. [4, p.76-77]. 

There are different dimensions of globalization processes. The political one is, first of all, the 

creation of powerful over-national organizations partly possessing member-states' sovereignty and 

regulating some sovereign states' activity, for instance UN, EU, NATO, WTO, IMF etc. The 

economical dimension of globalization is the establishment of unified world economy with the great 

role played by transnational and multinational corporations. The informational dimension — the 

functioning of global informational net — Internet, the cultural one of globalization is shown through 

the existence of unified world cultural sphere, that allows inhabitants of the different parts of the 

globe enjoy material and spiritual products of any existing culture or civilization. Implying 

globalization In its sociocultural dimension it is possible to consider the multicultural societies 

(where the equitable co-existence and interaction of all existing inside ethnic groups and cultures are 

declared) creation processes to be the most evident element of sociocultural globalization. 

The basis for globalization processes are, first of all, economical and technological 

transformations, the role of superstructure is played by political, cultural and others sides of social 

life. Globalization process has its specific goal, that is to establish a kind of world order, including 

the creation of unified political, economical, social, culture space on the globe, and to remove all the 
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state or any other kind of borders and distinctions. 

In spite of economical globalization is still the head-line of globalization process, it is obvious 

that this question is considered to be much more wider nowadays. Transformations are being spread 

from economical sphere to political, legal, culture, religious ones. Globalization process becomes 

complex and systematic, that is why it requires to be studied from the point of view of all the social 

sciences. 

It is possible to show the subjective dimension of globalization as n reflection of corresponding 

social events on the individual social views, emotional experiences, identificational intentions, 

valuational preferations. In the developed form this means sufficiently shaped global or antiglobal 

outlook, at till rudimentary stage — the shaping of global or antiglobal emotional experience 

concerning the world [17, p. 446-464]. 

It is necessary to admit that there can not exist pure political, economical, cultural, 

informational, or any other kind of globalization, usually these terms t|| used instead of 'economical 

aspect of globalization1, 'political aspect ill globalization' etc. 

Further in this article it is suggested to consider such notions as sociocultural globalization 

and ethnic group, ethnic culture, ethnic identity in its contemporary context. 

Ethnic group consists of great amount of people, which strongly interact for a long time, and 

that is why posses specific cultural features; as a result these people perceive themselves and are 

perceived by the representatives of the other groups as a culture entity. The mentioned culture features 

are religion, language, common history, traditions, nutrishment customs, clothes etc. [16, p. 206]. 

Traditionally the most often there was no race distinction between the representatives of the same 

society. For instance, American Poles do not distinguish apparently from American Irishmen, but 

each of them are representatives of their own subculture. Since ethnic distinctions are not necessary 

race ones, usually it is difficult to use them as a ground of interethnic animosity, as it is common in 

the case of race distinctions superimposed on ethnic distinctions; the reason is that race is more 

expressive than ethnicity. Today such superimposition can be illustrated not only by the example of 

afro-Americans and white Americans but also by the contemporary situation in the developed 

countries of Europe, the countries of different kinds of immigration of people representing non-

European race originally from the others part of the world. 

Ethnic culture is a complex of cultural elements that have pronounced distinguishing ethnic 

features and ethno-differentiating functions. Besides, it is a complex of values, believes, attitudes 

and behaviour shared by the group of people, that are passed on from one generation to another 

through the means of language and the other means of communication [8, p. 4-9]. This determination 

is quite abstract since there are no established rules for enlisting a person to some culture. 

Two contrary processes in the ethnic culture structure are observed to be developing under 

modern globalizational conditions. On the one hand, it is observed internationalization of the 
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elements of material and spiritual ethnoses reproduction, intersimilation of culture elements, 

enrichment and exchange of culture values. From the other hand, the opposite process develops 

simultaneously — the process of reinforcement of ethnic self-consciousness, ethnos spiritual values 

actualization, striving for preservation of ethnic specificity and protection of the basic ethnic culture 

elements [14, p. 69-70]. 

The modern world contains the less and less monoculture societies, on the contrary, the 

quantity of the societies where different ethic cultures interlace enlarges. 

The diversity of the population ethnic composition is the result of different factors influence, 

in particular, huge masses of people migration, that took plan In all the historical periods and are 

also observed nowadays. Multidirectional migrations provoked scaled and quick mixing of the 

different peoples representatives, formed plentiful ethnic communities in the frame of the SAME 

ethno-political entity — state. The ethno-political organism transforms into complicated socium, 

that, in its own turn, in the ethnical aspect can be divided inn, a few sociums. The division of state 

territory also used to be the reason for the multiethnic composition of state population. This concerns, 

in particular contemporary Ukraine. Speaking about the multiethnicity shaping ways it is worth to 

emphasize the main two of them: 1) through autochthons (indigene, representatives of the native, 

aboriginal population of the land, the population different from the one came later and became the 

main part of the inhabitants ol the defined land); 2) as a result of the migrations of the people of 

different ethnoses, extraction, the migration engendered by different factors (military operation', 

natural calamity, forced replacement, redivision of the territory among the states, the pressure of 

economical and politically-ideological factors etc.) [6, p. 94; 18, p. 16]. 

Migrants do not compose indivisible, homogeneous group. Distinguishing groups (the 

Chinese, the Africans, the Hindus, the Arabians) have nothing, or just something in common 

concerning cultural aspect. All of them meet a lot of challenges searching their own place in the host 

society. This immigrant group« can create conflicts as well as have approached relations in the 

dependence on the stage of the rapprochement in spite of differences in the culture [10, p. 157]. 

Multiethnic and multicultural communities — the terms that became common in use for the 

last ten years — was established by the Council of Europe in 1991 concerning the projects 

'Intercommunal and interethnic relations in Europe' and are interpreted to be almost synonyms [11, 

p.603]. Using the term 'multiethnic society' has no aim to draw the society as a mosaic of the 

organized communities there cultural, ethnic, religious groups just exist next to each other. In deed, 

there are interaction and communication between these groups in general, and their representatives 

in particular; and the task of the state authority is to ensure the corresponding conditions, that allow 

persons composing the group not to shut themselves up in the shell of their own group, but fulfill 

mentioned interaction and co-exist with the persons composing the other groups of the society. 

The international community undertake an engagement to maintain ethnocultural specificity, 
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the specificity of national minorities. This statement is reflected in the Charter of Paris for a New 

Europe. Paris, 1990 (chapter 'Guidelines for the future('Human dimension')'): 

Determined to foster the rich contribution of national minorities to the life of our societies, we 

undertake further to improve their situation. We reaffirm our deep conviction that friendly relations 

among our peoples, as well as peace, justice, stability, and democracy, require that the ethnic, 

cultural, linguistic, and religious identity of national minorities be protected and conditions for the 

promotion of the identity be created. We declare that questions related to national minorities can 

only be satisfactory resolved in a democratic political framework. We further acknowledge that the 

rights of persons belonging to national minorities must be fully respected as part of universal human 

rights... We express our determination to combat all forms of racial and ethnic hatred, anti-Semitism, 

xenophobia and discrimination against anyone as well as persecution on religious and ideological 

grounds [1]. 

The determination of multicultural society is connected strongly with the notions of cultural 

diversity and multiculturalism. The cultural diversity has more general meaning — the phenomenon 

of existence of two or more cultures in the frame of the same society. Multiculturalism, on the 

opposite, is the phenomenon of not just existence, but co-existence and interaction of the 

representatives of different ethnic groups, the society consists of [7, p. 2-6]. Swedish scientist Hans 

Ingvar Roth in 'Multicultural Park' suggests multicultural society to be the park there different people 

is having a rest. Different parts of the park are occupied by the people having the same kind of rest 

in accordance to their activity (playing chess, football, tennis, communication with the friends, book 

reading, playing with the children, taking a walk with the pets in the park etc.); these groups are the 

symbols of distinguished groups in the society, the groups' interactions are symbolized by the cases 

then park-people in the rest process drop in the somebody else's part of the park and interact with the 

people of another activity occupying this territory [13]. Thought the symbol of the park describes, in 

general, the perfect multicultural society, but the reality is that the societies called multicultural ones 

nowadays are far from being perfect since each of them contains 'majority culture' and 'title ethnos' 

and this fact causes the problems of non-official and official (state) recognition of the equality of, for 

instance, minorities' religion or language. 

The next issue to be considered is identity, shaping ethnic identity under the condition of 

sociocultural globalization, in the multiethnic environment. Nowadays the diverse meanings and 

aspects of identity notion is widely used in philosophy, psychology, ethnology, sociology, cultural 

and social anthropology. M. Shulga defines identity as follows: 'indissoluble connection of a person 

and community, identifying oneself with defined social group; the system of values, ideals, norms of 

corresponding community incarnated in the person's spiritual world, that appears as person's stable 

kernel'. Identity means a person or a group of persons belongness to the defined kind of the 

community according to its age, sex, profession, education, ethnicity, confession, inhabitation 
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territory; identify™ oneself with its normative and functional characteristics and willingness to 

become the representative of the community; that is the creation of 'Self-image' and 'We image' [9, 

p. 277]. Identity is also perceived as the process of imbibition’s of one's external environment 

peculiarities, the striving to transform its indispensable and vitally important under given condition 

features into one's own. 

The following level of identity are defined: personally-psychological — the realization of the 

person who is 'Self. The realization shapes as a person is the part of different social groups. This 

level of identity is connected with perceiving his/herself to be a member of the group, and with the 

emotions arising from the evaluation of this belongness. Socially-psychological level is the second. 

The images are shaped as derivative from person's self-belongness to the defined social group 

realization at this level. It is inherent in the individual to search the confirmation of its group 

belongness, that is possible only through the interaction with the other similar groups.[15, p. 155]. 

Diverse kinds of ethnic identity, as a composing part of the identity, are considered by 

ethnologists. It can be realized or unrealized (one may perceive his/herself as a representative of 

defined people, but at the same time display features peculiar mostly to another). There are also full 

and partly identities (it is possible to realize him/herself as a part of one people, but it is also possible 

to realize belongness to two or more peoples). Identity can also be direct or indirect. Indirect 

identification translates into reality through the inclusion in the corresponding ethnic community or 

group: I identify myself with the given people through the inclusion in its ethnic communities and 

values. That is, for example, family, social stratas, sub-ethnoses, ethnographical groups etc. Inclusive 

identity can have a few levels and be hierarchical: I identify myself with the people through the 

inclusion into the group, that is, in its own turn, the part of another group etc. [14, p.155-156]. 

There exist the groups, so called, ethnomarginals in the multiethnic societies; some of them 

are: immigrants and ethnic minorities solidly reside outside their motherland setting, in that way, a 

kind of diaspora groups. Defined identity features are peculiar to such group of people, for that, the 

level of ethnic self- realization slowly come down from generation to generation, because of the 

objective assimilation process. Provided liberal policy concerning nationality issues assimilation 

runs in slow time and is not dangerous for the ethnic minorities The most save for ethnic culture 

survival is an environment of the distant majority culture, the reason is that given cultures do not 

contact directly thus do not compete. That is why there is no assimilation threat as it is observed in 

tin situation of both culture and traditions related [2, p.75-76]. 

Identification is the base for person's free choice of features, skills, values he/she wants to 

have. While the identification process its three forms are defined, namely, continuity (reinforced or 

stable identification), conflict (tom identification, the situation then respondents feel themselves to 

be positioned somewhere in between) and choice (cosmopolitan identification, the ground for 

cosmopolitan identity creating). Cosmopolitan identity means refusing ethnicity and nationality and 
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becoming the 'citizen of the whole world'. One of cosmopolitan identity build this identity by the 

means of multicultural-Self creation. Since the indications of multiculturalism are, in particular, 

pluralism, liberalism and respect, the one possessing multicultural-Self and cosmopolitan identity is 

a personality rather enjoining the gains of multiple identity, that is, ethnic identification 

multiplication, including acknowledgment of self-belongness to such groups as sex, class, religion, 

region etc., as well as a number of multiplied identification with distinguished ethnic groups [7, p. 

80-136; 12, p. 469-470]. 

The American researcher Nathan Glaser notes the going on process of, so called, 

internationalization of ethnic identity in the modem world. It is more and more difficult to correlate 

the notions of 'state' and 'ethnicity' since there is the tendency of the world to be developed as a space 

free for movement and settlement. The creation of international systems of communication, that 

allows to spread the ideas and ideologies from one country to another, is the second element of 

ethnicity internationalization. 

Ethnicity, as a part of the culture was always shared through the upbringing and education. 

But formerly it was handed down from parents to children, from teachers to pupils, from leaders to 

their followers, — in other words, by the traditional means. Nowadays, ethnicity and all the attached 

are taught by the means of mass media. One group 'learns' and adopts language, values, needs, 

attitudes, feelings, organizational forms of the another one. 

The modem world sees loosing the traditional, primordial identity thanks to the modernization 

tendencies. That is, in particular, urbanization, mass education directed to adoption of well-known 

and abstract information, mass media representing general, universal culture. This causes precarious 

position of traditional, primordial identity. Nethertheless, even in the 'mass society' the individual 

has a need to identify him/herself with something more narrow than state, but wider than family — 

a kind of devotion to some traditional union. That is why the new ethnic identities are build on the 

fragments of traditional, primordial identities. 

On the one hand, present modernization tendencies destroy some base of distinguishing culture 

and identity, on the other hand, provoke a need of rising a new kind of identity connected with the 

feeling of devotion to a kind of solid settled group of long standing. This is exactly the reason why 

new ethnic groups get political and social possibilities and perspectives [5, p. 233-254]. 

The co-existence of ethnic groups in most parts of the world is historically stipulated, and that 

is why do not threaten their cultures. This could be explained by the optimum interethnic distance 

phenomenon predestinated historically: creating no obstacle to groups' interaction existing distance, 

at the same time, provides integrity and effective reproduction of ethnic cultures and preservation of 

ethno-cultural identity [10, p. 157]. 

To summarize, the grounds of contemporary multicultural societies composition are, in 

particular, different natural increase of population and economical growth rate in the different parts 
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of the world, the development of informational and transport nets, comparatively open economically 

developed states' borders coursed by the labour needs resulted from demographic crises, that is 

globalization in general and intensification of migration processes as one of its outcomes.  

As a result, the state of immigration have to accept the existence already formed multinational, 

multiethnic, and multicultural societies in their frames and work out the corresponding mechanism 

of their functioning. The signs of such societies beginning is the presence of large and non-similar 

migrants' group» distinguishing from the native people by the ethnic origin. The existence of such 

groups often courses crisis situations in the society. Ethnic groups captured by the- migration collide 

with the assimilation perspective — loosing identity, dissolution inside the group enlarging by the 

migration. In other words, migration processes could threaten and often threaten ethno-cultural 

safety. 

State providing the dispersed settlement of the immigrants and their prompt adoption of the 

main values of the society they going to stay in seems to be the most suitable way to remove the 

contradiction between the rights of the immigrants (confirmed in the statements of international law) 

and the safety of the host society, since modem people can more quickly adopt themselves to the 

alien socio-cultural environment and less painfully apprehend the entry process as distinct from the 

'traditional' people, spending most of the lives in the same socio cultural environment. The learning 

of the new society norms and values leads, of course, to neglecting the culture identity of the defined 

groups, but, at the same time, decrease the probability of forming the racists and separatists 

movements based on the reinforces ethnic identity of the participants. The ethnocultural identification 

process is influenced by the other groups' culture as well as by, so called, mass culture — spread 

mostly by the means of developed mass media communication systems — the product of 

globalization processes. Thus, the development of international communication systems made easier 

the setting up tin- ethnic diasporas; the same systems took part in the creation of modern multiethnic 

societies inside ethnically homogeneous and are accustomed to the fact, that contemporary scientific 

works more and more often rise the problems of ethnic culture, ethnic self-realization, ethnic identity 

and ethnic conflicts. 
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